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Time in its many manifestations – daily to millennial, seasonal to calendric, genealogical to 

imagined, life-course to generational, historical to geological, solar to sidereal, sequential to 

kaleidoscopic, ethnographic to universal – is assigned various roles and influences in the 

production, exchange, and consumption of all beverages, ranging from water to whiskey and wine, 

and every other drink in between.  

Taking wine production as an example, the seasonal based timings of pruning, bud burst, de-

leafing, and picking – together with the time that pressed grape juices spend fermenting, maturing 

‘on oak’ in barrels, and cellaring in bottles – are as vital as vineyards and people (from winemakers 

to casual labourers) in determining quantities, qualities, typicities, and other values. Moreover, wine 

consumption is beset with equally timeful considerations – from socially acceptable times to drink 

through to celebratory times that compel wine drinking and the timing of rituals that can transform 

mundane wines into the realm of the sacred. 

For this proposed edited volume I am looking to recruit 10-12 chapters that critically explore the 

history and/or ethnographies of time and the roles that it plays in the production, exchange and 

consumption of drinks and beverages (of any form). Final chapters will be between 7000-8000 

words and authors need to commit to completing first drafts for peer review within 6 months of 

abstract acceptance (by July/ August 2023). All disciplinary perspectives are welcome, though 

authors need to commit to communicating the disciplinary specifics of their work to a general 

academic audience. It is hoped that the publication will be published in Routledge’s newly minted 

Critical Beverage Studies series, with a publication date in 2024. 

To apply to be included in this proposal, please email your name, institutional details, a 

proposed paper title and an abstract (200-500 words) to p.j.howland@massey.ac.nz. 

Applications close November 4, 2022. 

 

Bio:  Peter J. Howland is a senior lecturer in Sociology at Massey University, Aotearoa New Zealand. He is 

author of Lotto, Long-drops & Lolly Scrambles: An Anthropology of Middle New Zealand (2004, Steele Roberts); 

editor of Social, Cultural and Economic Impacts of Wine in New Zealand (Routledge, 2014); co-editor (with Assoc. 

Prof. Jacqueline Dutton, University of Melbourne) of Wine, Terroir and Utopia: Making New Worlds (Routledge, 

2020); and editor of Wine and The Gift: From Production to Consumption (in press, Routledge). In 2019 he was 

appointed founding editor of the series Critical Beverage Studies for Routledge UK, together with Professors 

Jennifer Smith Maguire (Cultural Production & Consumption, Sheffield Hallam University, UK) and 

Catherine Tucker (Anthropology, University of Florida, USA). 
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